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Debbieôs Desk 

Arundel Child Care Connections 
77 West Street, Suite 300, Annapolis, Maryland 21401 /  (410) 222-1712 

 

What is Early Literacy? 
 

Children prepare to read long before they enter school.  Early literacy is everything  

children know about reading and writing before they can actually read and write. Early 

literacy is a baby who chews on a book, a toddler who wants his favorite book read over 

and over, and a preschooler who "reads" the story to you from memory. 

 

Early literacy skills begin to develop in the first 5 years of life. We used to think that 

children's success at reading depended on getting the "right" Kindergarten or first grade 

teacher. Now we know that the likelihood for success in school depends on how much 

children learned about reading before entering school. A child's early experiences with 

books and language lay the foundation for success in learning to read.  Early literacy is 

not the "teaching of reading."  So what can you do? 

 

The most important thing you can do to foster early literacy is provide an atmosphere 

that's fun, verbal and stimulating, not school-like. The focus should not be on teaching, 

but on the fun you're having with children - offer them plenty of opportunities to talk 

and be listened to, to read and be read to, and to sing and be sung to. 

 

No rote memorization, no flashcards, no workbooks and no drills are necessary.  

Children who are exposed to interactive literacy-rich environments, full of fun  

opportunities to learn language will develop early literacy skills. 

 

Other than the parents, you are instrumental to the childrenôs success in learning to read. 

When you read, talk or play with children, you're stimulating the growth of their brain 

and building the connections that will become the building blocks for reading. Brain 

development research shows that reading aloud to a child every day increases his brain's 

capacity for language and literacy skills and is the most important thing you can do to 

prepare him for learning to read. 

 

Want to learn more fun and interesting ways to promote language and literacy in your 

programs?  Make plans to join us on March 31, 2012, when ACCC presents, ñGet 

Hooked on Literacy.ò  This fun and interactive conference will feature Master Artistôs 

from Wolf Trap Institute for Early Learning Through the Arts.  More information is 

included in this newsletter. 

 

You all are doing a wonderful job preparing our children for school and giving 

them the tools they need to be successful.  Keep up the good work, and  

remember, you are an essential piece in the life of a child. 

                                                                                                          

    Debbie  



Child Care Times ...Published and Funded by Arundel Child Care Connections.  A Member agency of Maryland Child Care Resource Network with funding from Maryland State Department of 

Education and Anne Arundel County Government. 

Mental Health Moments from Meredith 

 

 

In light of the recent Penn State tragedy; I wanted to discuss the importance and specifics of 

a ñmandated reporterôsò responsibilities of any suspected child abuse situations. According 

to news reports, Coach Joe Paterno broke no PA state laws by only reporting the alleged 

sexual abuse to the PSU Athletic Director, and not reporting to actual law enforcement  

officials.   

 

I assure you, things are much different in the state of MD.  If you report a suspected abuse 

situation to a ñsupervisorò and that allegation goes without being reported to law enforce-

ment officials or Child Protective Services you are indeed breaking MD state law.  It is the  

responsibility of ALL educators, police officers, medical professionals, coaches, as well as 

anyone working with children to report ANY SUSPECTED abuse.  I emphasize the word  

SUSPECTED because you do not need to have any actual proof of abuse happening.  That 

is the job of the law enforcement and/or Child Protective Services officials to determine if 

abuse is happening.   

 

Children can not protect themselves, it is the job of the adults in the childôs life.   

Unfortunately, the adult figures employed by PSUôs Athletic Department were cowards, as 

well as too arrogant to keep the children trusted in their care safe!  In a nutshell, the children 

were cheated, and they deserve better.   

 

If you are interested in more information on Child Abuse and Neglect, Reporting allegations 

to officials, documenting, MD State Laws, and/or repercussions from reporting -  I am  

teaching a three-hour class offered on Tuesday, March 20 from 6:30- 9:30PM.  You can call 

Carol at 410-222-1719 to register for this class.  

 OFFICE HOURS! 
Monday -  Thursday   8:30 am -  4:30 pm 

Friday - CLOSED 
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Our office will be closed on the following days:  
 

December 23, 2011 - January 2, 2012, January 16, February  20,  

April 6, and May 28,  

Childrenôs  

Advocacy In  

Annapolis!  
 

January 30, 2012  

 

Support yourselves and the  

children in your care.  

Mental Health Day  
In Annapolis!  

 

January 24th  
2012 
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Across the Desktopé          
 

So did you notice the new column name?  Since I sit at the front of the office, everyone stops to ask  

questions, say hello, and whatever.  I get it, my desk is right there.  Welcome to my desktop.  I hear it all, 

good news, bad news, suggestions, complaints, questions, you name it.  My head is full of information.  So, I 

have decided to address some of the concerns  which come across the desk.  

 

Social gatherings are a great time to catch up with your friends, to find out what is happening in your 

neighborhood and even, dare I say, òto gossip.ó  We all participate in the òcatch-upó with the latest news no 

matter how briefly, whether it is a quick exchange in passing or a brief conversation at a festival, a family 

memberõs home, or the local coffee shop.  We; most of us; need to communicate. 

 

With that said, there are times and places to chat which are acceptable, and then there are times when  

chatting is not acceptable.  Usually, these include places of worship, wedding ceremonies, court cases, movie  

theaters, classrooms, lectures, and whenever there is another person standing before you, whether they are 

speaking, singing or performing.  

 

Several instructors have remarked over the last few months that there seems to be cliques of chattering 

going on while they (the instructors) are trying to educate the majority of the class.  Several participants 

have remarked about the òchatterers.ó   

 

If you would like to catch up with your neighbors, please do so when you are on breaks in the presentation, or 

before or after the workshops.  

 

It is very impolite to carry -on talking with another person or persons when an instructor is speaking.   

Usually, the instructor has been invited to speak to share their knowledge with everyone.  If you attend the 

workshop, please attend it mentally as well as physically.  

 

Believe me, if the tables were turned, you would not be happy witnessing others chatting over your speech.  

Please make an effort regardless of where you are; if another person is speaking, singing or performing for a 

group of people, to refrain from chatting.  

 

The speaker would appreciate it and the participants who wish to listen to the speaker would appreciate it.  

 

This is one lesson you might have learned in kindergarten.  Show respect.  
 
 

Enjoy the children, be safe, be healthy, be smart, and be happy...and thank you for taking care of our future éCarol  

Questions and Answers 
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the child care industry, 
or Arundel Child Care Connections, which might benefit all family  
providers and centers, perhaps we can help to answer those inquiries in 
our newsletter.  Please forward them to email, carol@arundelccc.org.   
We will answer the questions anonymously. Thank you. 

In Case of  
  

INCLEMENT WEATHER  
 

Callé410- 222 - 1719  

 

Our office will be closed if the 

Anne Arundel County Public 

Schools are on  

òCode Redó. 

mailto:carol@arundelccc.org
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Large Family Child Care Homes: 
A new regulation Sub-title for Large Family Child Care Homes is in the works at the Office of Child Care.  This new sub-title 

will create a new category of child care facility.  Previously licensed as small child care centers, the large family child care 

home is defined as child care offered in a residence for 9 to12 children. The reason for implementing this new category is to 

broaden the options available to family child care providers. Large family child care homes will be able to fully participate in 

the quality rating and improvement system and the Child and Adult Care Food Program. 
 

It is the responsibility of the child care program to read and be aware of changes to the child care regulations. Please 

contact your Regional Licensing Office if you have any questions about the regulations or changes to the regulations. 
 

Child care regulations are available here http://marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/child_care/regulations. 

NEW REGULATION IN THE WORKS >>>>>>> 

C H I L D   C A R E   S U R V E Y 
The National Opinion Research Center (NORC) on behalf of the Administration for Children and Families of the US Dept. of Health 
and Human Services, will be conducting a survey through the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE).  If you receive 
a call from NSECE, we encourage you to respond to this survey.  All data will be used for statistical purposes only.  Identities of  
programs and individuals will not be disclosed.  You can find out more about the survey at hhtp://nsece.norc.org. 

 

An Evening for Childrenôs Advocacy in Annapolis 

Monday, January 30, 2012  

 

Letôs remind our elected officials that learning begins at birth and continues during out of school time.  High-quality child care and 
Head Start programs are an essential part of Marylandôs educational infrastructure, helping children arrive at school ready to succeed 
and keeping them learning in out-of-school time.  Funding and support from our legislators for this infrastructure is critical. 

Please put the Evening for Childrenôs Advocacy in Annapolis on your programôs calendar for  

January 30, 2012  

and make plans now to join us in supporting funding for child care.  

 

We have a very informative presentation by the Department of Legislative Services scheduled that will inform participants about the 
process of making laws and passing budgets.  We will also have experienced childrenôs advocates helping you find your way to your 
State Senatorsô and Delegatesô offices, and materials to help you deliver the message that we must protect the investments we have 
made in Marylandôs child care infrastructure. 

 

The schedule for afternoon and evening activities is:  

 
4:00     p.m.     Sign in and then Visit Your Legislators (please make an appointment) 
5:30     p.m.     Box Suppers will be provided (please RSVP) 
6:00     p.m.     Department of Legislative Services Presentation on the General Assembly and the legislative process, followed by a 
           tour of the State House 
8:00     p.m.     See the General Assembly in Action from the House and Senate galleries  

 
All participants in the Maryland Child Care Credential Program who attend will be eligible to receive one Professional Activity Unit for 
visiting legislators and one for attending the presentation, tour and House or Senate session, so be sure to sign in when you  

arrive.  We will be ordering box suppers based on the number of RSVPs we receive -- please let us know by January 20 th if you 
plan to join us and whether you will arrive in time for supper.  Additional information to make the day smoother for you will be sent 
when we receive your registration.   

 

Sponsors: Maryland Family Network, and the Maryland Association for the Education of Young Children, the Maryland Head Start 
Association, the Maryland School Age Child Care Alliance, the Maryland State Child Care Association, and  

the Maryland State Family Child Care Association 

 

To RSVP for this event, contact Donna Fowler at MarylandECE@gmail.com. 

 

Please indicate whether you will arrive in time to pick up a box supper. 

mailto:MarylandECE@gmail.com
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Anne Arundel County Public Schools  

January 2012 2  All Schools and Central Offices closed. 

  3  Schools open for teachers and students. 

  9ï20  High School Assessment Administration. 

  11  Attacking the Gap! Professional Development. Two-hour early dismissal for all students. 

    Schools closed for p.m. Prekindergarten and ECI students. 

   13  Semester Examinations for Centers of Applied Technology. 

  16  Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Commemoration ð All Schools and Central Offices closed. 

  17ï20  High School Semester Examinations. Two-hour early dismissal for all students, teacher workdays. 

   Schools closed for p.m. Prekindergarten and ECI students. 
   Note: January 23 and 24 may be made school days for all students. See ñCalendar Notesò on the reverse side 

   regarding Inclement Weather closings. 

  20  End of second marking period (47 days). 

  23 & 24  Schools closed for students. Professional Development day/Workday for elementary and middle school. 

   Workday for high school teachers. (See note under January calendar.) 

  25  Beginning of third marking period. 

 
February 2012 3  Report card distribution for all students. 

  7  Application for Prekindergarten begins. 

  20  Presidents Dayð All Schools and Central Offices closed. 

 

March 2012 1  Spring sports begin. 

   2  Interims to be sent home by this date. 

  13ï28  Maryland School Assessment (MSA) Administration (Grades 3ï8). 

  30  End of third marking period (47 days). Two-hour early dismissal for all students. 

   Schools closed for p.m. Prekindergarten and ECI students. 

 

April 2012  2ï9  Easter/Spring Breakð All schools closed April 2ï9 for students, teachers, and school-based Unit IV  

   employees.  School Offices & Central Offices closed April 5ï9. 

  3  Primary Election Dayð All School Offices & Central Offices closed. 

  4/17ï5/4 MSA Science Test Administration, Grades 5 and 8 only. 

  10  Beginning of fourth marking period. 

  10  Registration for Kindergarten begins. 

  16ï20  High School Assessment (HSA) Senior Administration. 

  23  Report Card distribution for all students. 

 

May 2012  2  Attacking the Gap! Professional Development. Two-hour early dismissal for all students. 

   Schools closed for p.m. Prekindergarten and ECI students. 

  11  Interims to be sent home by this date. 

  5/21ï6/7 High School Assessment (HSA) Administration. 

  24ï25  Schools closed for Prekindergarten, Kindergarten, & ECI. Spring Conferences for parents of those students. 

  28  Memorial DayðAll Schools and Central Offices closed. 

  31  Last day for graduating seniors. 

 

June 2012 6  Semester Examinations for Centers of Applied Technology. 

  7ï8, 11ï12 High School Examinations, textbook collection. Two-hour early dismissal for all students. 

   Schools closed for all half-day Prekindergarten and ECI. 

  12  End of fourth marking period (45 days). Last day for students. Two-hour early dismissal for all students. 

   Schools closed for p.m. Prekindergarten and ECI students. 

  13  Last day for teachers. 

Credit on Database accountsé    
 

Due to accounting maintenance, any credit you may have on your account in the  
future, will be removed as of one year from the date of credit issue.  We will no longer 
carry credits for more than one year.  As of March 1st, 2012, please use your credits 
within one year or lose them.  
 

We will be happy to inform you of a credit  balance when you register for a workshop 
if you remember to ask us.  If you think you have a credit on your account, please call 
Carol.  All credit balances prior to 2011  will be absorbed as of January 31st, 2012. 
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SAVE THE 

DATE!!!!!!!  

Ȱ2ÅÁÄÙȟ 3ÅÔȟ )ÍÁÇÉÎÅȦȱ 
A special presentation for families. 

 

Friday, March 30 from 7-8 PM 
  

Double Tree Hotel in Annapolis 
Sponsored by:  

Arundel Child Care Connections 
Presented by :  

Wolf Trap Master Teaching Artist,  
Michele Valeri 

 
An interactive family workshop where  

parents and children will discover how the 
world of imagination can make learning fun 
everywhere and every day.  Learn various 
storytelling techniques that will help open 
ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÄÏÏÒ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȟ ÖÅÒÂÁÌÉÚÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ 

problem solving.  

 Please share with the  
parents in your child care 
homes and centers!   
 
Admission is free - but we  
encourage you to donate  
an item for Sarahôs house. 

Wish List for Sarah's House  
 
Most Urgent Needs  
¶ Aluminum disposable pans (medium and large) 

¶ Ladies Black Pants (all sizes needed) 

¶ Pillows (new) 

¶ Fitted Sheets (twin size) 

¶ Baby Wash 

¶ Gift cards (Wal-Mart, Target, Giant, Safeway, Office Depot or Staples, etc.) 

¶ Women's deodorant 

¶ Sugar and sugar substitutes 

 

 
Ongoing Needs  
¶ Pillows (new) 

¶ Towels (new) 

¶ Twin and full sized sheets (new) 

¶ Blankets (new) 

¶ Cereal (Kix, Cheerios, Rice Chex, etc.) 

¶ Salad dressing (Ranch, etc.) 

¶ Canned fruits (all varieties) 

¶ Canned vegetables (all varieties) 

¶ Sugar and sugar substitutes 

¶ Plastic forks and spoons 

¶ Paper plates, cups, napkins, towels 

¶ 100% juice fruit drinks 

¶ Powdered drink mixes 

¶ Snacks for children (goldfish crackers, granola bars, etc.) 

¶ Children's and adult's cough medicine and over the counter pain relievers 

(acetaminophen, ibuprofen, etc.)  

¶ Femine hygiene and hair products 

¶ Chapstick 

¶ Baby bottle and feeding supplies 

¶ Disposable diapers  

¶ Diaper Genie refills  

¶ Pull-ups 

¶ Baby wipes 
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Join the fun as Arundel Child Care Connections, Inc. and Wolf Trap Education  

present the 2012 Month of the Young Child conference. 
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    When: March 31, 2012 

    Where: Doubletree Hotel 

      210 Holiday Court 

      Annapolis, MD 21401 

    Time: Doors open at 7:00am 

      Workshops ï 8:00am-4:00pm 

    Cost:  $65.00 

    What: A Day of Learning and FUN!! 
     

We are excited to have a new partner this year!  Wolf Trap Professional Development 

Workshops train early childhood educators in the use of performing arts techniques and 

strategies that help young children acquire basic emergent literacy and other learning 

and developmental skills.  All of our workshops will be hands-on, interactive and taught 

by expert Teaching Artists.  Here is just one example: 
 

EXTENDING THE STORY: Integrating the Performing Arts and Learning  

Jeanne Wall, DC/MD/VA Wolf Trap Master Teaching Artist 

Open up a young childôs imagination and learning skills using performing arts strategies. Learn how to use drama,  

creative movement, puppetry, and music techniques to prepare early learners to experience a new book and help them 

gain greater comprehension of literature by extending the story.  Using childrenôs literature as a source of inspiration, 

you will learn how to develop strategies to integrate the performing arts into learning about their world, natural science 

and math while fostering emergent literacy skills, positive social behavior, and conflict management. 
 

So put on your sneakers and join us for a day of singing, dancing and just plain fun!! 
 

Cost includes 6 hours COK training in the area of Curriculum, light breakfast, lunch, door prizes, goodie bag 

and many ideas and activities that can be put into immediate action. 
 

Registration materials will be in the mail within the next 2 weeks!!   

Space will be limited. 



ATTENTION:  
All Licensed Child Care  
Providers and Centersé 
 

You are able to update your 
vacancies online. Go to 
www.mdchildcare.org.  
Or call 1-866-752-1614. 
 

Mail questionnaires back to: 
  

Maryland Family Network,  
LOCATE: Child Care 
608 Water Street,  
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Anne Arundel County  
Child Care Center Association  

Meets the second Wednesday of each month 
 

January 11, 2012    Woods CDC 

February 8, 2012    Annapolis CDC 

March 14, 2012     A Childôs Garden 

April 11, 2012     Joy In Learning 

May 9, 2012     Luncheon     TBD  

 
To join and/or get on the mailing list, or for directions,  

contact Jane Kircher @ 410-760-2024 . 

8 

Anne Arundel County Family Child Care Association, Inc.  We 
meet at Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church in Severna Park on 
the second  Wednesday of every month.   Doors open at 6:30 pm.  
We offer Core of Knowledge classes pertaining to child care (Office 
of  Child Care approved!).   Yearly membership (Jan.- Dec.) is $40.  
Forms can be found online at  www.aacfcca.org then mail them to:  
AACFCCA, PO Box 9791, Arnold, MD 21012.  For more information 
please contact  Christine Brungot at fosforita1@aol.com. 

Child Care Community Page  

Complaints or Concerns about 

a Child Care Provider  

Please visit the  

Maryland Child Care Resource Network  

at www.mdchildcare.org to read the  

official complaint policy.   

You may register a complaint with the 

Office of Child Care at 410-514-7850. 

For Immediate Sale:  
 

THIS END UP brand -  Chest of drawers and single 
bed with removable side rails. 

 
$100 or best offer 

 
CALL: 410-222-1715 or Meredith@arundelccc.org 


